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ing one-eyed, they would be kings among the blind,
but that, blind, they would go to throw themselves
into a wretched pit; and possibly instead of a Chris-
tian stronghold, they would found a den of thieves, a
nest of brigands, a receptacle for parasites, a refuge
for rogues, a hotbed of scandal and all wickedness.
Who would then be more afflicted, do you think;
the honest and God-fearing people finding themselves
surrounded by such company, or such company, find-
ing itself hemmed in and restrained by the presence
of honest people? There would undoubtedly be
some friction among them, and God knows what
would be the result thereof.

[101] Also, on the other hand, the expenses, difficul-
ties, and possible inconveniences ought not to be so
greatly exaggerated that the resources and success of
the enterprise are despaired of. For in truth, if it
should be managed and conducted well, I believe that
there are several private houses in Paris, and else-
where which have the means necessary for such an
undertaking, even without greatly interfering with
their affairs over here, if God would but give them
the desire to do it.



